
GRADUATE COLLOQUIUM SERIES 

 

Tuesday, 9 February 2016, 4-5 p.m. 
Glasscock Center Library, 311 Glasscock Building  

This colloquium is free and open to the public. 
  
“Corporate-State Relations and State Environmental Policy: 
Texas Oil and Gas Flaring Regulations, 1890-2014” 

KATHERINE ANN CALLE WILLYARD 
PhD student, Department of Sociology, Texas A&M University 

Paper for Discussion:  
Download paper a http://glasscock.tamu.edu/programs/graduate-colloquium-download/ 
PLEASE NOTE: Graduate Colloquium papers are by definition drafts put forward for discussion. Do not quote, 
duplicate, or distribute this paper electronically without the author’s permission. 

Katherine Ann Calle Willyard’s research examines the effect of corporate-state relations on state environmental 
policies. She conducts a historical analysis of the formation of Texas oil and gas flaring regulations from 1890 to 
2014. Katherine focuses on Texas flaring regulations because flaring releases air pollutants contributing to climate 
change and Texas is currently experiencing a drastic rise in the amount of gas flared. Data sources include archival 
information obtained through Public Information Act requests. Historical data is organized using ATLAS.ti, a 
qualitative analysis software. In contrast to corporations’ claims that flaring is a byproduct of Environmental Protection 
Agency policies, the analysis shows (1) regional state agencies establish flaring regulations, (2) flaring regulations 
have changed over time due to corporate influence and (3) during periods of economic decline, corporate lobbyists 
mobilized to increase the opportunities to legitimately flare natural gas. 
  
The Graduate Colloquium offers graduate students an opportunity to discuss a work-in-progress with faculty and 
graduate students from different disciplines. By long-standing practice, colloquium presenters provide a draft of their 
current research, which is made available to members of the Glasscock Center listserv. Each colloquium begins with 
the presenter’s short (10-15 minute) exposition of the project, after which the floor is open for comments and queries. 
The format is by design informal, conversational, and interdisciplinary. 
  
The Glasscock Center extends a warm invitation to faculty and students to join in a discussion of Katherine Ann Calle 
Willyard’s work-in-progress. The paper is available to members of the Center’s listserv, or by contacting the 
Glasscock Center by phone at (979) 845-8328 or by e-mail at glasscock@tamu.edu. 
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Connect with us:       

The Melbern G. Glasscock Center for Humanities Research is dedicated to fostering and celebrating the 
humanities and humanities research among the community of scholars at Texas A&M University and in the 

world beyond the academy. 

The Glasscock Center for Humanities Research is a unit of the College of Liberal Arts and its offices are located on 
the third floor of the Glasscock Building on the Texas A&M University Campus. 

Melbern G. Glasscock Center for Humanities Research, Texas A&M University 
305 Glasscock Building, 4214 TAMU · Texas A&M University · College Station, TX 77843-4214 · USA 
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